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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform recovery 
operation efficiently through a convenient arrangement. 
SOLUTION: An ink supply passage extending from a 
recording head 7 to an ink supply tube 9 is closed by a 
valve means 13, pressure level in the ink supply passage 
is detected by a pressure measuring means 14 after 
reducing or increasing the pressure, and then the degree 
of recovery operation of a suction recovery means 1 5 is 
controlled by a recovery operation control means 
depending on the quantity of bubbles standing in the ink 
supply passage estimated based on the detected 
pressure level. 
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